Proliferative nodules in a giant congenital melanocytic nevus-case report and review of the literature.
Malignant transformation of giant congenital nevi (GCN) is very rare, but may already occur in childhood. Benign proliferative nodules in GCN may clinically and histologically mimic a malignant melanoma. We report a newborn infant with large proliferative nodules and multiple satellite nevi in a GCN of the bathing suit type. The diagnosis in our patient was based on the smooth transition of the pre-existing lesion and the nodule, the absence of strong atypical nuclei, the atypical mitotic figures, the ascension of melanocytes in the epidermis and the absence of necrosis. A review of the literature showed that the clinical and the histological features of benign (proliferative) nodules are variable. The awareness and the identification of this entity by clinicians and pathologist are imperative to prevent diagnostic errors.